
PREFACE  

Count Luchino dal Verme (1838–1911) was an Italian general, pol-
i�cian, and writer whose life brought together military service, public 
office, and a deep commitment to careful, informed commentary on 
the events of his �me. Born in Milan on 26 September 1838 into an 
ancient noble family he received a solid educa�on in mathema�cs and 
spent a forma�ve period in England. 

Dal Verme's military insight is reflected in how his career pro-
gressed steadily. In 1859 he volunteered for the Sardinian army, and 
dis�nguished himself at the Mola di Gaeta during the campaigns of 
1859 and 1860, earning a silver medal for military valour. He joined the 
General Staff Corps in 1861, taught at the Military School of Modena 
and as a captain earned a second silver medal for his conduct during 
the 1866 campaign. Appointed colonel in 1882, he commanded the 
60th Infantry Regiment. Promoted to general in 1890, he was placed in 
command of the Pinerolo and Umbria brigades and then, with the rank 
of lieutenant general, commanded the divisions of Catanzaro, Naples 
and Novara. He also served as a judge on the Supreme War and Naval 
Tribunal. 

A�er being elected to the Italian parliament 1890, he served in 
various capaci�es including, by 1896, that of Undersecretary of State 
at the Ministry of War in 1896. His broad knowledge gained from ex-
tensive travels, strategic insight, and military experience meant that he 
was o�en entrusted with highly confiden�al diploma�c missions and 
interna�onal nego�a�ons including the delimita�on of Italian and 
Bri�sh spheres of influence in Africa. Even a�er reques�ng to leave the 
army in 1899, he con�nued to undertake such missions un�l 1901.



Dal Verme was also a respected author. Wri�ng as a soldier and 
statesman who understood both the ba�lefield and the diploma�c 
table, his wri�ngs are marked by an abundance of data and detail, first-
hand observa�on and by scrupulous and accurate repor�ng. His works 
include "The Country of the Somalis", "The Dervishes in the Egyp�an 
Sudan", "Tsar Nicholas II in the Far East", "The War in the Far East" and 
"The Anglo Boer War". 

Dal Verme's rigorous approach to evidence, his interna�onal ex-
perience, his sensi�vity to poli�cal and military nuance, and his habit 
of trea�ng even contemporary events with sober, factual precision are 
clearly visible in his overview of the first 9 months of the Anglo-Boer 
War.  


