Contents

SECTION A. .ttt iitiitte et tttanneeseeennnneeseeconnnsssseenns 1
1. INTRODUCTORY NOTES . ... e 1
1.1 Whythe VOCjournals?. .. ... ..o 1
1.2 Two VOC Daghregister Transcription Projects. . ............................ 1
1.2.1  “VOC Daghregisters” Project. . . .o« vvvin ittt 1
1.2.2 “VC Daghregisters” Project . . .. ... 2
1.3 Funders are of pivotal importance ........... .. ... ... o o oo 2
1.3.1  The “VOC Daghregisters” Project . . ... ovvvet i 2
1.3.2  The “VC Daghregisters” Project. . . . ... 2
1.4 Language of the documents . . . ... 3
SECTION B. .ttt iittineteteteannneseeenannneseeennns 7
“VC Daghregisters” Project Part 1: 1680-1686 .. .........ccvviiiiiiiiiiieeennnn. 7
1. INTRODUCTION. . . .ot e e e e e 7
2. AN OVERVIEW OF SEVEN TOPICS OF INTEREST ...................... 7
2.1  Commander Simon vander Stel ....... ... ... . 8
2.2 News from and about the Castle . ......... ... .. ..o 10
221  Centreofitall . ... 10
222 Springcleaning ........ . 11
2.2.3  Maintenance and safety . . .. ... 12
224  Macassarene nobles . ... ... 13
2.2.5  The visit of Commissioner H.A. van Rheede . . ........... .. ... .. . ... 13
2.2.6  Siamese ambassadors . ... ... 15
2.3 Weather, agriculture and land distribution. . ....... .. ... .. o o o oL 15
2.3.1  Asunpredictable as the weather. ............ . .. ... . i i 15
2.3.2 Farmingat Stellenbosch. . ...... ... ... .. 16
3.3.3  The first boeremark (bazaar) in 1681 ... ... ... .. ... .. .. 16
234  Starwithatail. ... 17

23,5 Thegood years. .. ....oouuu it 18



2.3.6  More people, morefood ....... ... 18

2.3.7  'The parrot of Stellenbosch . . ... ... . ... oo 20
2.4 News from Europeand the East. . ...... ... .. .. ... o o oo 20
240 WAIS I BUIOPE - e e e e e e e e e e e 20
242 Warsinthe East.. ... 21
2.5  Slavesfrom Madagascar. . ... ... 22
2.6 Trading with indigenous tribes. . .. ... .. ... 23
2.7  Thequestforminerals . . ... ... ... ... . 27
2.7.1  The Namaquas and the Cooper Bergen .. .......... ..., 27
2.7.2  Silverat Steenberg . . ... 30
3. CONCLUSION . .ottt e e e e e e e e 30
“VOC Daghregisters” Project Part 1: 1687 and 1692 . ..., 33
1.1 AN OVERVIEW OF EVENTS. ... e e 33
1.1.2  Some noteworthy events occuring in 1687 ........... ... ... ... 33
1.1.2.1  Thesagaof Oelof Bergh. .. ... 33
1.1.22  AndthencametheFrench....... ... . ... ... i 35
1.1.2.3  Whatisinaplacename? ....... ... ittt 36
1.1.3  What caught the attention in 1692 . .. ... ... ... .. i 39
1131 The case of Grietje GIof . . . ..ot 40
1.1.3.2  De Goede Hoop and itscargo . ........cooiiiiiinnii .. 40
1.1.3.3  'The burghers and their roads and drifts . ............. ... ... ... ... 42
1.2 GENEALOGY ...ttt e e 43
1.2.1  Frederic:s Russoude Wit. . ... 43
1.2.2 Philippe Fouche. . .. ... 43
1.2.3  Grofv. Visscher. .. ... 43
1.2.4  Burghers of Drakenstein, Perel and Stellenkeur .. ..... ... ... ... .00 ... 44
125 Willem Basson. ... ..o oot 45
1.3 CONCLUSION . .o e e e 45
“VOC Daghregisters” Project Part 2: 1695, 1699 and 1700 . ...........ccvvvunnn. 47

2.1 AN OVERVIEW OF EVENTS. .. ... e 47



2.1.1  Two Governors — like father, unlikeson? . . . ....... ... ... ... ... ... ... .... 47

2.1.2  Some notes on the Daghregister of 1695 .. ... ... ... ... ... ... ..... 49
2,121 SIUPPELS « ¢ vttt e 49
2122 Nature had it Way . . . ..ot 49
2.1.2.3  'The fate of the November fleet. . . ........ ... ... o i 53
2.1.3 1699 —ayear of changinghands .. ....... ... ... ... oo il 54
2.1.3.1  The new GOVEINOL . . .. v vttt 54
2.1.3.2  Solutions to the wood shortage. . . ........ ... ... 55
2.1.3.3  Thenewhospital ......... .. .. . . 57
2.1.4 1700 — the beginning of theend ... ....... ... ... .. .. i . 57
2.1.4.1  The most luxurious estate at the Cape ................................ 58
2.1.4.2 Theland of Waveren..........couuuuuniiiiii i 59
2.1.43 The Groote Kerk ... ..o 61
2.2 CONCLUSION . . .ot e 61
“VOC Daghregisters” Project Part 3: 1704, 1706 and 1709 .. ...........cooven... 65
3.1 AN OVERVIEW OF EVENTS. .. ... 65
3.1.1  The son of an esteemed father . ....... ... ... .. ... ... 65
3.1.2 1704 — Wilhem Adriaen still going strong . .. ............ ... . ... o L 66
B2 SHUPPELS « « e e e eeee e 66
3.1.2.2  Ofships, saintsand highseas. .. ...... ... . . .. o i 67
3.1.2.3  Saldanhabaaij........ ... ... 70
3.1.3 1706 —a year of turbulence and unrest . ........ ... ... .. ... i 71
3131 SIIPPeS. oot 71
3.1.3.2  Undercover operation failed . . . .........oooeee e 73
3.1.3.3 IdontspeakDutch ...... . ... 74
3.1.4 1709 —anew broom sweeping. . ......... ... i 75
3.1.4.1  Governorvan Assenburgh ....... ... ... i 75
3.1.42  Whatcaughttheeye. ... ... ... .. i 78
3.1.4.3  Vergelegenonceagain. ............... i 80

3.2 CONCLUSION .. . e e 82



“VOC Daghregisters” Project Part 4: 1713,1714and 1789 . ...t 85

41 ANOVERVIEW OF EVENTS. ... ... i 85
411 General ..o 85
412 0 17083 85
4.1.2.1  Willem Helots position .. .............c.uuiiiiiiiiiinnnnn 85
4.1.2.2  Mensink and his conscience . . . ... . i 86
4.1.2.3  The devastating effect of smallpox ................ .. ... i i, 87
4124 TheTreatyof Utrecht. ... ... ... .. i 88
413 1714 89
4.1.3.1  Appointment of high-ranking officials . . .. ......... ... 0 89
4.1.3.1.1 Governor Maurits Pasques de Chavonnes and his family . ................. 90
4.1.3.1.2 Dominicus Pasques de Chavonnes . . . .. .............ooeeeeeeeeeen... 92
4.1.3.2  SIUPPEIS . o v ettt 93
4.1.3.3  'The murder that shocked the community.................... ... ... ... 94
4.1.3.4  The fate of the Bennebroek and its crew. . ....................... .. 95
G14 178 oot 97
4.14.1  Interlude ... oo 97
4.1.4.2 A hub of sails and seafaring nations . .......... ... . ool 98
4.1.4.3  Foreign legions and regiments on Capesoil .................... ... ... 100
4.1.4.3.1 Regiments and legions mentioned in the 1789 journal .................. 101
4.1.4.3.2 Two Cape regiments in moredetail ......... ... ... .. ... ... ..., 102
4.1.4.4  The French, Le Désert and the climate change . . ................ ... ... 105
42 CONCLUSION . ..o e e e 108

SOURCE GUIDE . ... e 109



